Yet an impartial study of all that we know of Manicheeism at the time—though we know it only from its enemies—seems to discover it to be rather an intellectual clique with little moral earnestness. It survived until late in the Middle Ages, yet one finds it hard to conceive it as a serious rival of Christianity. Its ' reformed ' section, its Puritans, were gathered into a sect called the WtiUtirii in Augustine's day. One of those wealthy vcealots, who are at once the treasure and the terror of all sects, tried to initiate a higher life at Rome. He attracted a large number of the elect to his house, and they drew up an ascetic scheme of life. Augustine is never tired, in his later years, of describing the result. One by one the elect retired to their comfortable homes, and the sect of * sleepers on mats' that finally clung to Constiiiitins, until his secession to Christianity, was very slender.
It must, however, be pointed out that this simple basis of theory and ethic was overlaid with a towering structure of dogma, ritual, and organisation. The Oriental imagination filled in theelect, of whom he retails many hearsay scandals.
